
1 

 

Вх. № ЧР-03-154/12.09.2022 г.  

 

O P I N I O N 

 

by Assoc. Prof. Ventsislav Muchinov, PhD 

Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

 

on the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor 

 

in the field of Higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional field 

3.8. Economics, Scientific Speciality “Statistics and Demography” (Regional Demography – 

Contemporary Regional Profiles of Demographic Change in Bulgaria), announced by the 

Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences – Sofia 

(State Gazette, issue 42 of 07.06.2022) 

 

 

In the announced competition for the academic position of “Associate Professor” for 

the needs of the section “Economic and Historical Demography” of the Department of 

Demography of the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences as a candidate participates only Assistant Professor Nikolay Tsvetanov Tsekov, PhD.  

Nikolay Tsekov graduated from the Faculty of Geology and Geography of the Sofia 

University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in 1981 and from 1982 to 1991 he worked as a geographer 

at the Institute of Geography at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. From 1991 until now, N. 

Tsekov has worked at the Demographic Institute at the BAS and its successor structures – the 

Center for Population Studies at the BAS and the Department of Demography of the Institute 

for Population and Human Studies at the BAS. In 2018 he successfully defended her PhD 

thesis on the topic: “Rural depopulation in Bulgaria during the period 1946–2011” and 

obtained the educational and scientific degree PhD in Statistics and Demography. His 

research publications include 5 monographs (two independent), 6 studies and 29 articles in 

Bulgarian, English and French. One of the publications is in an international refereed edition.  

For the purposes of this competition, N. Tsekov presents a habilitation thesis on the 

topic: “Regional profiles of demographic change in Bulgaria at the beginning of the 21st 

century”, published as a monograph by “Veles Consult” Publishing House in 2022. The 
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presented work in a volume of 331 pages is dedicated to a current and scientifically 

significant problem in demography and related social and economic sciences – revealing of 

the course, manifestations, projections and consequences of the demographic change in 

Bulgaria on the conditions for reproduction of the population, labour resources and human 

capital of the municipalities in Bulgaria.  

The structuring of the text of the monograph into five thematically separated chapters 

is appropriate and consistent with the formulated goals and research tasks. Based on a variety 

of statistical information for Bulgarian municipalities for the period 2001–2020, the work 

analyzes and presents key parameters of the relationship (in general and spatial aspect) 

between the processes of depopulation and demographic aging. The author concludes that 

demographic aging and depopulation are the dominant demographic factors in the process of 

worsening the conditions for the reproduction of labour resources at the national and regional 

level.  

Among the scientific contributions of the study are: clarification of the reached degree 

of aging of the population and labour resources by regions during the first two decades of the 

21st century; distinguishing the individual phases of depopulation and the regional types of 

demographic situation by municipalities and the areas formed by them; classification of 

municipalities in Bulgaria into five groups according to the degree of favourability of the 

conditions for the reproduction of their labour resources and for the formation or decay of 

regional human capital; etc.  

On the basis of the results of the research proposals were made to the central and local 

authorities for the construction of a unified information system for the state and prospects for 

development of all municipalities in Bulgaria. The author recommends the development of 

municipal strategies for the development of the population and regional human capital, 

accompanied by up-to-date forecasts of changes in the key indicators in this regard. All this 

shows that, in addition to scientific contributions, the presented habilitation thesis has also an 

important practical and applied meaning, as the suggestions and recommendations made by 

N. Tsekov could support the efforts of the Bulgarian state institutions to deal with one of the 

most serious demographic problems in the country. The problems related to the combined 

impact of depopulation and aging on the reproduction of labour resources and the formation 

of regional human capital in Bulgaria are also considered in a number of other articles and 

studies by the author.  
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Among the priority directions in N. Tsekov's research work are the problems of rural 

areas in Bulgaria, the specifics and reasons for the deployment of rural depopulation in the 

country. In this problem area is the dissertation work of N. Tsekov “Rural depopulation in 

Bulgaria during the period 1946-2011”, defended in 2018 and published in the same year as a 

monograph by "Veles Consult" Publishing House. Both in this monograph and in a number of 

the author's previous publications, the role of forced collectivization after 1944 in the genesis 

of mass migrations from villages to cities is explored. A methodological contribution is the 

introduction into scientific discourse of the concept of “authentic” rural depopulation, through 

the use of which the author calculates the actual rates of depopulation of rural areas in 

Bulgaria.  

Another direction in the scientific activity of N. Tsekov is the work on publications 

related to the application of statistical methods in geographical and regional-demographic 

studies on the problems of the demographic development of Bulgaria in a spatial aspect.  

In his work at the Institute for Population and Human Studies N. Tsekov has 

participated in a number of national and international projects and scientific forums. N. 

Tsekov also applies a list of 31 citations of his scientific publications, some of which are in 

international journals and in publications referenced in international databases. Thus, he meets 

the minimal requirements of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences for the academic position of 

“Associate Professor”, set by art. 2b, par. 5 of the Law on the Development of the Academic 

Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.  

The scientific publications of N. Tsekov and his research activity show that over the 

years he has established himself as one of the best Bulgarian specialists in the field of regional 

demography and as a thorough researcher of one of the most serious problems facing the 

Bulgarian nation and statehood - the depopulation of rural areas of the country. Therefore, as 

a member of the Scientific Jury, I will vote “YES” for awarding the academic position of 

“Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal 

Sciences, professional field 3.8. Economics, for the scientific speciality “Statistics and 

Demography” (Regional Demography – Contemporary Regional Profiles of Demographic 

Change in Bulgaria) of Assistant Professor Nikolay Tsvetanov Tsekov, PhD.  

 

 

 

Sofia,  
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11.09.2022       Assoc. Prof. Ventsislav Muchinov, PhD 


