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STATEMENT 

On  

the evaluation of the scientific production of Ass. Prof. Dr. Nikolay Tsekov – participant in a 

competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" in the field of higher education 3. 

Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Strand 3.8. Economics, Scientific Speciality 

"Statistics and Demography" (Regional Demography – Contemporary Regional Profiles of 

Demographic Change in Bulgaria) for the Needs of the Economic and Historical Demography 

Section (State Gazette, issue 42 of 07.06.2022) 

By 

Prof. Dr. Tatyana Kotzeva – Member of the Scientific Jury: Order No RD-6-321/22.07.2022 of 

the Director of IPHS - BAS Prof. Dr. Y. Zografova 

 

 

1. Short biographical data about the candidate. 

 

Dr. N. Tsekov graduated in Geography from St Kl. Ohridski Sofia University (1981) and is a 

Doctor of Statistics and Demography (2018). He worked briefly as a teacher and later at the 

Institute of Geography at BAS for 10 years. Most of his professional career took place at the 

Demographic Institute of BAS, later Center for Population Studies and now the Department of 

Demography at the Institute for Population and Human Studies at BAS. He has participated as 

the main investigator and member of research teams in 8 projects. He has a specialization in 

Charles University in Prague (1996) as well as many years of journalistic experience as a 

freelance journalist for the Bulgarian edition of Deutsche Welle. He has good language skills in 

Russian and English, as well as skills in working with technical products. 

 

 

2. Necessary documents for the competition and scientific characteristics of the 

presented scientific production  

For the participation in the announced competition for the academic position "Associate 

Professor" the candidate presents all necessary documents and materials /12/. The candidate's 

scientific production includes 5 monographs, of which two solo monographs, two monographs in 

co-authorship and one book collection in which he is the author of a separate chapter. There are 6 

studies, one of them in English, and 25 articles, of which 7 are in English and French. There is 1 

publication in an international reference journal. Most of the publications are in Nasselenie 

Review and a smaller proportion is published in other journals such as Geography Issues 

Journal, Papers of BAS, etc. The candidate also presents 3 articles in scientific conference 

collections. The citations of his publications in international reference databases are 5, the 

citations in national editions – 25 and 1 – in a dissertation. According to the information 



submitted by the applicant in regard to the fulfillment of the minimum requirements of BAS for 

the academic position "Associate Professor",  under Indicator A, the candidate has 50 points (of 

the required 50 points), under indicator B – 100 points (of the required 100 points), under 

indicator G /4-10/ - 270 points (of the required 220 points) and under indicator D /11-13/ - 100 

points (of the required 60 points).  Thus, the candidate not only covers but exceeds the specified 

limit of points for the appointment of the academic position "Associate Professor". 

 

 

 

3. Evaluation of the main contributions and the overall scientific production of the 

applicant. 

The scientific production of the candidate is in the field of regional demography with a focus on 

the depopulation and ageing of the population in a regional perspective, across municipalities 

and village-city dimension, the relationship between demographic structures and processes and 

human capital in a regional perspective, as well as application of statistical methods of analysis 

in the field of regional demography and geography of the population and settlements. This 

framework also outlines the specific thematic highlights systematized by the candidate in the 

Author's Reference to the original scientific contributions. As I build on these highlights, I will 

present the basic scientific achievements of the candidate: 

А. In the area of depopulation and labour resources in a regional perspective  

 

The monographic manuscript "Regional profiles of demographic change in Bulgaria in the first 

two decades of the 21st century",  "Veles Consult" Publishing House /2022/ discusses the 

synergistic relationship between depopulation, demographic ageing and reduction of labour 

resources across regions, municipalities and settlements. Correlation and determination 

coefficients measure the strength of these links. Crucial to the demographic diagnosis of the 

country are the author’s conclusions that demographic ageing is more noticeable at the level of 

the municipality than nationally, that the number of municipalities with insignificantly ageing 

populations decreases 20-fold against the background of the sharp increase in municipalities with 

rapidly ageing population over the past 2 decades, that the process of faster ageing in the villages 

continues compared to the cities, that imbalances in the rate of development of rural settlements 

and agrarian areas are increasing at the expense of population concentration in several major 

cities and regional centres, that demographic ageing is occurring less in regions with a significant 

proportion of minority populations, especially of the Roma ethnicity, that spatial disparities in 

labour resources contribute to the spread-out of huge social inequalities in the country. 

 



The other author’s contributions are related to the dynamics of the processes of depopulation 

(2001-2019), trends for equalizing the rate of ageing in towns and villages, the disintegration of 

the rural village network and the so-called “demographic deserts” (municipalities where the 

natural and migration growth is persistently negative for the period), the most affected areas in 

Northwestern Bulgaria, the Pre-Balkan and Strandzha-Sakar, as well as the conclusion that in 

95% of municipalities there is a severely stagnated or depopulation regime of reproduction of the 

population and labour resources. 

 

The scientific contributions are related to the constructed typology of the municipalities in 8 

groups using a method of J. Web based on indicators of age structure, natural and migration 

growth, etc. demonstrating the leading role of a positive migration balance in the reproduction of 

labour resources. 

Complementing the regional profiles of the demographic processes are also the author’s 

typologies of the municipalities according to age dependency coefficient, and active-

working/inactive population ratio. 

 

 

The effect of the increasing retirement age on slowing down labour resources reduction, the 

minimal positive effect of the first demographic dividend and the stronger effect of the second 

demographic dividend are also considered. Of original character are also the conclusions about 

the levels of territorial differentiation of the municipalities in Bulgaria and the author’s 

construction of 5 taxa (groups) of municipalities derived according to the favorability of the 

conditions for reproduction and formation of human capital. The assessment carried out using the 

Helwig method includes 26 demographic and socio-economic indicators and measurement of 

their weight. 

Other publications in the List of Publications (No 2, 4, 9, 10,11, 23, 25, 26, 29, 36 and 37) 

address aspects of the impact of demographic structures and processes on population and labour 

resource reproduction conditions in spatial terms reviewed from the middle of the last century to 

the present day. 

 

 

B. In the area of rural depopulation 

These are publications No 2, 3, 6, 7,8, 14, 15, 18, 24, 26,28, 29 of the List of Publications. Here, 

as synthesizing the author's research and conclusions, I will note the monograph "Rural 

depopulation in Bulgaria and Europe after 1945", "Veles Consult" Publishing House /2018/, 

which is based on the dissertation study of the candidate. Interesting are the author's conclusions 

about the dynamics of the depopulation of the Bulgarian village as a regular process of 

industrialization and urbanization in the country, the comparative analysis of the depopulation 

trends in agricultural regions in other European countries, as well as the impact of the enforced 



collectivization of the land in the 1950s in Bulgaria on forced eviction and migration in the large 

cities of part of the Bulgarian population. 

Of original character is the author's study of the "authentic" rural depopulation, which levelled 

the influence of the restructured /"rural towns"/, mergers, accessions of rural settlements to cities, 

etc. during the second half of the 20th century. The causes and consequences of escalating or 

slowing the pace of rural depopulation have been investigated, as well as an attempt has been 

made to predict the decrease in the rural population and the rate of decay of the rural village 

system by 2050 across municipalities. 

C. Application of statistical methods in regional demography  

The third area outlined in the author’s information on scientific contributions concerns the 

application of statistical methods in regional demographic surveys. This mainly lists publications 

from the 1980s, as well as the application of a multi-dimensional statistical analysis based on 

Helwig’s development benchmark, cluster analysis, assessment of the potential of reproduction 

of the age structure Ssa, correlations, etc. In my view, these methods are justified not only in 

those publications, but also in the monographs where the classifications and conclusions are 

based using these methods. 

I will also notice the important practical and applied implications of the candidate's scientific 

production – a recommendation for building a unique information base for the demographic and 

socio-economic situation of all municipalities in Bulgaria, which will serve to construct 

strategies for development at a municipal level. The practical recommendations could be even 

more specific in regard to the basic role of missing information – for forecasting all major 

activities at the municipality level – employment, health, education, social services, etc. 

In view of the future directions in the applicant's work, I would recommend speeding up 

international activity by the applicant’s involvement in projects and scientific networks and more 

publications with an impact factor. There is definitely a scientific interest in the regional profiles 

in Bulgaria’s demographic picture outside Bulgaria and the expert knowledge of the candidate 

will be an important contribution to the development of regional demography at an international 

level. 

 

Conclusion 

The volume of scientific production of Assis. Prof. Dr. Nikolay Tsekov covers and exceeds the 

minimum requirements for the academic position "Associate Professor". The candidate has his 

own original contributions to the research area and he is a respected expert in the field of 

regional demography. I vote for awarding him the academic position "Associate Professor" in the 

field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, Professional Strand 3.8. 



Economics, scientific speciality "Statistics and Demography" (Regional Demography – modern 

regional profiles of demographic change in Bulgaria). 
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