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Вх. № ЧР-01-182/18.08.2020 г. 

 

 

OPINION 

by Prof. D.Sc. Penka Ivanova Peykovska, Institute for Historical Studies – BAS, 

under Order No. RD-6-247/09.07.2020 of the Director of the Institute for Population and 

Human Studies –BAS 
 

on the materials presented for participation in the competition for the academic post of 

“Associate Professor” in the field of Higher Education 2. Humanitarian sciences, Professional 

Field 2.2. History and Archaeology, Scientific Speciality: Historical Demography (Marriage 

in the Bulgarian lands in the 19th Century (until 1878)), as promulgated in the State Gazette, 

2020, No. 24 (17.03.) by the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the BAS 

 
The only candidate who has applied and has been admitted to participate in the 

competition for the academic position of “Associate Professor” in this competition is Chief 

Assistant Professor Dr. Daniela Stefanova Angelova. 

 
 

 

 
gaps. 

1. General description of the submitted materials: 

All the necessary documents have been provided; there have not been any administrative 

 
 

The candidate Ch. Asst. Prof. Dr. Daniela Angelova has submitted a total of 14 scientific 

papers, of which 3 monographs (two independent (one of the latter is the present habilitation 

thesis, and the other one was developed on the basis of her PhD thesis) and one collective), one 

study and 10 articles) of which 2 in foreign languages, 2 with impact factor). Ch. Asst. Prof. 

Dr. D. Angelova has participated in 5 projects (one of which is international) and has presented 

59 citations. 

The quantity of the abovementioned scientific production included in the list of 

publications for participation in the competition fully corresponds to the required for the 

academic position “associate professor” (in this case included in a separate list – minimum 

requirements), but more important here is to emphasize the quality of the presented scientific 

production – essentially research with visible scientific contribution. 

 
2. Coverage of the normative requirements for holding the academic position of 

“Associate Professor”: 

2.1. Acquired educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” (PhD). 
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After completing her doctoral studies, as a full-time doctoral student at the Institute for 

Population and Human Studies (then Center for Population Studies) at the BAS, in 2007 D. 

Angelova obtained the educational and scientific degree PhD after successfully defending her 

doctorate in the field of historical demography on the topic of “Demographic development of 

the Bulgarian Black Sea coast in the 19th Century (until 1878)”, which is different from the 

topic of the habilitation work presented here for review. On this basis, it can be confirmed that 

the candidate has fulfilled this condition for holding the academic position of “associate 

professor”. 

2.2. Holding the academic position of “Assistant Professor", “Chief Assistant 

Professor” for at least two academic years. In terms of duration (12 years) and volume of 

scientific activity, the candidate fully meets the requirements of Act for the Development of 

the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. 

 
3. Common feature of the candidate’s research activity. 

As seen from the attached list of publications Dr. D. Angelova’s scientific interests are 

entirely in the field of the competition, i.e. historical demography and within its framework – 

family and marital relations in the Bulgarian lands in the 19th century. The overall activity of 

the candidate is dominated by research work. 

3.1. Assessment of the habilitation thesis. For participation in the competition Dr. D. 

Angelova has submitted a monograph entitled “Marriage in the Bulgarian lands in the 19th
 

century (until 1878)” (Sofia: Regalia-6, 176 p.), developed using the methods of historical 

demography, whose goal to reveal marital patterns has been successfully realized. The 

relevance of the monograph is  indisputable and it is determined by the fact that marriage is  

a key demographic variable that directly affects the reproduction of the population, being 

influenced by its natural (births and deaths) and mechanical (migrations)  movement. That  

is why it is among the most studied phenomena in modern historical demography. With 

regard to the monograph submitted for review, its significance and place in Bulgarian 

historiography on the issue can be defined as the first comprehensive historical demographic 

study of marriage in relation to the 19th century. In terms of content, it  has been developed 

in accordance with the provisions of the Bulgarian Scientific Staff Development Act, as it  

is dedicated to up-to-date and socially significant issues, its subject matter corresponds to 

the professional direction of the competition, and the study itself contains summaries of 

clearly formulated scientific problems in the field of historical demography, in particular 

marriage, the study of its sources and quantitative research methods. 
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The structure of the monograph consists of an introduction, two parts (devoted 

respectively to the legal nature of Christian and Muslim marriage and the specifics of the 

marriage model in the 19th-century Bulgarian lands), conclusion, list of archival and 

published historical sources and specialized literature as well as a short glossary. In the core 

study the author outlines the legal foundations of marriage – the Christian canon, the 

Muslim sacred law and customary law, presents the existing marital problems and the 19th- 

century measures taken to solve them, reveals the peculiarities of the marriage model spread 

in the then Bulgarian lands, analyzing its characteristics and specifics, tracking the crude 

marriage rate, the median age of first, second and third marriages, the relative shares of 

marriages in the order of marriage and population out of wedlock, and compared  to those 

of existing marriage patterns in Europe. An integral part of the analysis are the 26 tables 

and one graph prepared by the author. The sources of the study are impressive – 

documentary evidence from Bulgarian archives has been used, i.e. written historical sources 

of Ottoman Turkish origin (population registers, i.e. nufus defterleri, and kadi registers, i.e. 

sidjills) and of Greek origin (metropolitan codes) have been expertly and thoroughly 

analyzed. In the analysis it is significant that the author has outlined the specifics of the 

records used and the detailed description of the retrospective information contained in them. 

Critical remarks and recommendations: In connection with the possible future 

development of this research issue, I would recommend the author to make an addition for 

illegal marriages (then rare, mostly among the urban population, but still reflected in some 

censuses) and for mixed (ethnic and religious) marriages. 

3.2. Assessment of the rest of the candidate’s research work.  The general view 

on the presented scientific production, except the habilitation work. shows that various 

scientific developments are present in it. As a whole they cover the requirements of the 

Regulations for the implementation of the Academic Staff Development Act for holding the 

academic position of “Associate Professor” in the field referred to in the competition. In 

terms of content achievements (scientific contributions) cover the following historical 

demographic topics: mostly the study of the family structure of the population and the 

marriage in the Bulgarian lands in the 19th  (until 1878); separate publications are devoted  

to its migrations and ethnic structure. I agree with the contributions presented selectively in 

the reference attached to the competition documents. I agree with the contributions 

presented in detail in the attached reference to the competition documents. There is 

sufficient convincing evidence to claim that they are in fact contained in the deposited 

scientific publications and are personal work of the author. 
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Critical remarks on the submitted works, including the candidate’s literary 

awareness. 

I have no critical remarks. The specialized literature, cited in the references of the 

publications, shows Dr. D. Angelova’s strong awareness in the areas of her scientific interest. 

I wish her in her further work to continue the successful direction of her scientific 

development. 

I have not noticed any plagiarism in the scientific production submitted for evaluation. 

 
4. Conclusion. The presented materials of the only candidate in the competition 

clearly show that Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Daniela Stefanova Angelova fully meets the 

necessary requirements for the election of the academic position “Associate Professor”. She 

is not only a conscientious scientist and in-depth author of numerous scientific publications, 

including monographs, but also an excellently trained specialist. 

As a member of the Scientific Jury, I will definitely vote for the election of Chief 

Assistant Professor Dr. Daniela Angelova for the academic position of “Associate 

Professor” and will support the proposal of the jury addressed to the Scientific Council of 

the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the BAS concerning her election to this 

position. 

 

 

(Prof. D.Sc. Penka Peykovska) 

 
 

Sofia, 17.08.2020. 
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