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Вх. № ЧР-01-177/04.08.2020 г. 

 

 

STANDPOINT  

of 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spas Angelov Tashev, IPHS at BAS 

in the competition for the academic position of “associate professor”  

 

in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archeology, for 

the specialty "Historical Demography (Marriage in Bulgarian Lands in the 4th Century) (until 

1878)" announced by the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy 

of Sciences - Sofia (State Gazette, issue 24 of 17.03.2020) 

 

 

In the competition for holding the academic position of “Associate Professor” for the needs 

of the section “Economic and historical demography” of the department “Demography” at IPHS 

at BAS, as a candidate participates only Assistant Professor Dr. Daniela Stefanova Angelova. 

 

1. General presentation of the procedure and the candidate. 

Daniela Angelova has been closely associated with the IPHS at the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences since 2004. In 2007 she defended her dissertation and obtained the educational and 

scientific degree “Doctor”. During the following period she prepared and published three 

monographs and over twenty studies and scientific articles. Most of her publications are 

standalone (by one author), and three are in international editions. Thus, Daniela Angelova meets 

the normative criteria for holding the academic position of “Associate Professor” and is admitted 

to participate in the competition. 

 

2. General characteristics of the candidate's activity 



2 

 

The candidate D. Angelova presents the main habilitation work “Marriage in the Bulgarian 

lands in the XIX century (until 1878)”. Sofia, 2020, 178 pp. The topic is of scientific interest 

both for specialists and for a wider range of readers, as in our country the marriage during the 

period in question are not considered in its entirety, but only some of its individual aspects are 

marked. From this point of view, the presented monograph is a research contribution. 

In her research D. Angelova sets as main goal the revelation of the specific marriage model 

in the Bulgarian lands during the considered period, comparing it with the then pan-European 

marriage processes. The monograph consists of an introduction, two parts with a total of six 

chapters, a conclusion, a list of used sources and literature and a glossary. The text also includes 

a number of tables and diagrams that facilitate the perception of the marital process. 

The author's mastery of Ottoman Turkish and her ability to analyze the available sources 

and statistics allows her to successfully reveal the marital model in the Bulgarian lands. This is 

where the empirical part of her scientific contributions comes from, especially considering that 

she also works with newly discovered materials, most of which are entering in scientific 

circulation for the first time. It is the use of various sources that is a prerequisite for the achieved 

objectivity in the study of the topic. 

At the same time, D. Angelova's in-depth knowledge of our and foreign language literature 

allows her to adapt to Bulgarian conditions various practices for the study of marriage in the 

past. The achieved results highlight the third group of contributions, which are methodological. 

The knowledge gained by D. Angelova allows her to make a series of studies and scientific 

articles in which, according to the formulated topics, she has considered a number of regional or 

other specifics of marriage. 

The general impression is that the presented monograph is a comprehensive in-depth study 

of marriage during the period under review and fully complies with the requirements for 

habilitation work for the academic position of “associate professor”. 

Thanks to the collected and analyzed information, in her research activity D. Angelova 

pays attention to the overall Bulgarian demographic development during the Revival, with the 

emphasis on the Black Sea coast. Her second monograph “Demographic Development of the 

Bulgarian Black Sea Coast in the 19th Century (until 1878)”, Sofia, 2013, 226 p., is dedicated to 

this topic. This monograph also has an empirical scientific contribution, because thanks to the 
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numerous and previously unused sources clarifies the nature and features of the demographic 

development of the population on the Black Sea coast in the XIX century. Part of the studies and 

articles of D. Angelova are dedicated to this issue. It should be emphasized here that the 

successful realization of the goals and tasks set by D. Angelova is achieved thanks to the source 

and historiographical orientation of her research. 

The demographic development of the population of Bulgaria during the period between the 

two world wars stands out as a special interest in the research activity of D. Angelova. Such a 

study is part of the collective monograph “Measures to overcome the demographic problems 

existing in Bulgaria in the period 1879 – 1989”, Sofia, 2018, representing volume VI of the 

multi-volume edition “Measures to overcome the demographic crisis in the Republic of 

Bulgaria”. D. Angelova analyzes trends in the development of the main demographic processes 

among the Bulgarian population at that time. 

In addition to the publications reviewed, D. Angelova's successful research work can be 

found in her reports at several national and international conferences, as well as in her 

participation in three research projects. 

 

3. Reflection of the candidate's results in the works of other authors 

A confirmation of the scientific successes achieved by D. Angelova is the statement that 

her publications have been cited forty-five times.  

 

4. Critical remarks and recommendations 

D. Angelova is a young researcher working on topics that have only been partially 

researched or have not been analyzed at all before her in Bulgarian historical demography. In 

view of her knowledge and skills, it may be advisable to increase her work as a reviewer in 

journals and scientific conferences dealing with various historical and demographic aspects and 

to start more actively organizing scientific seminars and conferences. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Daniela Angelova has established herself as one of the main specialists in the scientific 

fields, the subject of her immediate academic activities. Based on all the above facts and in 
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accordance with the requirements of the law and regulations, it can be concluded that its 

scientific output fully complies with the established criteria for holding the academic position of 

“Associate Professor”. She has submitted all the required documents, as they fully meet all the 

requirements of Law on the Development of Academic Degrees in the Republic of Bulgaria and 

the relevant requirements of BAS, as well as due to the high quality of the attached publications 

and their compliance with the subject of this competition, as a member of the Scientific Jury 

under this procedure that I am voting "YES" for a loan from Assistant Professor Dr. Daniela 

Stefanova Angelova for the academic position of “Associate Professor” in the field of higher 

education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and archeology, for the specialty 

“Historical Demography”. 

 

 

July 30, 2020 Prepared the standpoint:  

Sofia  ………………………… ... 

     

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spas 

Tashev) 
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