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Вх. № ЧР-01-174/04.08.2020 г. 

 

ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

 

by Prof Shteliyan D. Shterionov, Dr of Historical Sciences 

of the interview application for the academic position of associate professor 

 

 

in higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and archaeology and topic 

“Historical demography (The marriage in Bulgarian territories during the 19th century (until 

1878)”. Position announced by the Institute of Historical Studies at BAS – Sofia (Government 

Gazette, issue 24, 17.03.2020) 

 

 

For the announced academic position of associate professor for the section of “Economic 

and historical demography”, at the department of Demography, at the Institute for Population 

and Human Studies (IPHS) at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) one application has 

been submitted. The applicant is Senior Assistant Professor Dr Daniela Stefanova Angelova. 

Since 2004, the academic as well as professional career development of Daniela 

Angelova are related to the Centre of Historical Studies (CHS) / IPHS at BAS. In October 2007 

she successfully defended her dissertation and obtained the academic title philosophiae doctor 

(PhD). Since then she has prepared and published three monographs and twenty two studies and 

articles (one of which is in press). Twenty of her publications are single authored (two 

monographs and eighteen studies and articles); three are in international editions.  

With respect to the candidate’s application for the academic position of associate 

professor, Daniela Angelova has presented her habilitation thesis with title “The marriage on 

Bulgarian territories in the 19th century (until 1878)”, published in Sofia, 2020, pp. 178. This 

work is a natural continuation of her previous research in this field. With exception to a few 

other researchers who have sketched the basic image of the problem investigated in this 

monograph or  who studied separate aspects of it, there is no other work on this research topic in 

Bulgarian historiography. It is, in fact, the first detailed study of marriage in Bulgarian 

territories during the 19th century (until 1878). 

The author has set as main objectives of her work (a) the uncovering of the specific 

marital model common among the population in Bulgarian territories during the investigated 

period and (b) the identification of its place in the greater pan-European marital picture. To 

achieve these objectives, senior asst prof Dr Angelova (i) sketches the legal foundations of the 

typical for the Bulgarian territories marriage; (ii) presents the marital problems that exist during 

the investigated period as well as the measures undertaken by the corresponding institutions for 

mitigating those problems; (iii) describes the specifics of the marital model that is typical during 

the investigated period for the population on the Bulgarian territories and (iv) studies the 
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specifics of the different marital models in Europe and defines the place of the models common 

for the Bulgarian territories in the greater pan-European picture. The author builds her thesis 

around the research in these four directions. 

To formulate the main objectives of her study and the tasks that need to be executed in 

order to achieve these objectives, Daniela Angelova builds upon existing works and 

achievements in the concrete scientific field. In her work, the author has conducted an extensive 

review of national and international literature. By assessing this literature review in the totality of 

her work it becomes obvious that Dr Daniela Angolva’s own work is novel and original and 

presents significant contributions to this scientific field. 

The sources used in this work are objectively interpreted and critically analysed. They 

include statistical and narrative materials and their totality unveils the efforts by Dr Angelova to 

capture as completely as possible the existing data on this topic. They include an impressive 

collection of newly uncovered materials in Ottoman-Turkish language (nofuz defteri and cadia’s 

registries), Greek sources (mainly Metropolitan and Patriarchic documentation), as well as the 

condicas of the Bulgarian ecclesiastic municipalities, information from the press and others. 

Most of them are studied for the first time. Using diverse sources that complement and correct 

each other guarantees the necessary objectivity of the conclusions drawn by the author.  

Daniela Angelova adopts an interdisciplinary approach in her study combining 

quantitative and historical methods. This approach allows her (i) to form an external view to the 

investigated processes and (ii) to unveil the hidden dimensions of the internal workings of these 

processes. Furthermore, it shows the ability of the author to optimally exploit these methods and 

to adapt them when necessary.      

Her thesis is divided into an introduction, a two-part exposition (the first part includes 

four chapters and the second part includes two chapters), a conclusion, a bibliography and a 

terminology glossary. The content is presented consistently and coherently in a volume of 178 

pages. The included imagery material, i.e. tables, diagrams, maps and schemes, complements the 

overall picture and aids in understanding the investigated processes. 

The scientific apparatus is formed according to established literary norms. The 

bibliography is substantial. 

The contributions of Daniela Angelova’s habilitation thesis can be divided into three 

groups: 

1. The first group is empirical. The author has reviewed and presented a substantial 

amount of rich source material. The majority of this material, i.e. the material of Ottoman-

Turkish origin, the Greek sources as well as the condicas from the Bulgarian ecclesiastic 

municipalities was uninvestigated prior to this work. 

2. The second group is of methodological character. The author exploits 

internationally accepted best practices in the research of the topic of marriage and successfully 

adapts them to the Bulgarian conditions. As the first complete work on this topic the thesis of 

senior asst prof Dr Angelova lays the foundations for a novel methodological model applicable 

to this type of research. 
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3. The third group are contributions of scientific and research nature.  

The current work addresses uninvestigated until now problems, related to the specifics of 

the marriage model existing during the 19th century in Bulgarian territories and its place in the 

pan-European greater picture. As such, this work lays the foundations for the future research in 

this scientific field. 

This work also investigates in detail problems that had not been addressed extensively 

enough. These relate to: (i) the legal foundations of the typical marriage; (ii) the parameters of 

marriage and (iii) the divorse dimensions, the marital problems and the measures for their 

mitigation all regarding the investigated society and time period. 

I can state that the presented thesis is fundamental for the study of the aforementioned 

topics. It is detailed, complete and follows sound scientific logic. Furthermore, I can assert that 

this thesis meets the requirements of a habilitation work for the academic degree associate 

professor and is a sufficient prerequisite for granting Dr Angelova the aforementioned academic 

degree. 

The topic of marriage on Bulgarian territories during the 19th century is addressed in a set 

of the studies and articles authored by Daniela Angelova (Number: 4-5, 8-11, 17 and 23-24 listed 

in the attached bibliography). They cover the specifics of marriage in the different regions of the 

country, the divorse distribution in Bulgarian territories, the mitigation of marital problems and 

others. These works are published in national and international editions.  

The second thematic direction in the research of senior asst prof Dr Angelova is related to 

the study of the demographic development of the Belgarian Blackseaside during the 

Renaissance. The main work devoted to this topic is her second single-authored monograph 

“Demographic development of the Bulgarian Black seaside in the 19th century (until 1878)”, 

Sofia, 2013, 226 pp. This work traces the demographic development of the population inhabiting 

the aforementioned region during the 19th century in terms of (i) number and territorial 

distribution and (ii) characteristic demographic processes and structures. The analysis of Dr 

Angelova reveals the regional specifics of the investigated phenomena while in parallel defining 

their place and role within the national demographic situation at that period. The works devoted 

to this thematic direction also include nine articles by Daniela Angelova (number 1-2, 7-10 and 

12 from the attached bibliographic list). They address topics related to (i) the source basis and 

the historiography addressing the demographic development of the region;  (ii) the dynamics in 

the demographic processes (migrations, birth, marriage, etc.) characteristic for the population of 

the investigated region; (iii) the trends in the development and the specifics of the main 

demographic structures (gender-age, economical, demographic, etc.) for the investigated 

population and (iv) the territorial distribution of the population in the Bulgarian Blackseaside 

during the Renaissance. The work by senior asst Angelova is a regional micro study. It is of great 

importance for the research of Bulgarian historical demography as it contributes to the plethora 

of regional micro studies that are fundamental for uncovering Bulgarian demographic history. 

The third thematic direction in the research of Dr Angelova relates to the study of the 

specifics and the dynamics in the demographic development of the population of Bulgarian 
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territories during the period 1919 - 1944. In particular, her research published in volume VI 

“Measures for mitigating the demographic problems in Bulgaria in the period 1879 - 1989” 

[„Мерки за преодоляване на демографските проблеми, съществуващи в България през 

периода 1879 – 1989 г.”] of the journal “Measures for mitigating the demographic crisis in the 

Republic of Bulgaria”, Sofia, 2018, traces the trends in the development of the main 

demographic processes and structures that are characteristic for the Bulgarian society of that 

period. The empirical, analytical and methodological results achieved in this work complement 

the common perception on a group of historical-demographic problems that has not been 

sufficiently investigated prior to this work.  

The next thematic direction in the research of senior asst Angelova is related to study of 

sources and historiography (number 15, 18 and 22 of the attached bibliography list). They 

investigate an important  type of sources and bibliography that covers the demographic history of 

Bulgaria and as such are fundamental for the efforts in Bulgarian historiography towards the 

research of this specific group of source and bibliography materials as well as for their release in 

the common scientific space. 

One of Daniela Angelova’s articles (number 27 from the attached bibliography list) is 

devoted to the state policy for preservation of cultural objects. By sketching the legislative 

fundamentals of the policy valid for the period 1911-1944, Dr Angelova highlights the elements 

that can be effectively exploited by today’s legislators in order to improve the legal regulations 

in today’s policy making. 

Based on the summary of Dr Angelova’s publications (monographs, studies and articles), 

I can assert that their amount, topic and quality fulfills the requirements of the Low on the 

Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) [ЗАКОН ЗА 

РАЗВИТИЕТО НА АКАДЕМИЧНИЯ СЪСТАВ В РЕПУБЛИКА БЪЛГАРИЯ (ЗРАСРБ)] 

for participation in the competition for the position “Associate Professor”. 

This statement is further supported by the results achieved by Dr Angelova in other 

academic activities. She presents twelve single-authored and two co-authored articles that 

address the topic of seaside history and politics related to preservation of cultural heritage in five 

national eight national with international participation and one international conferences. They 

aid the promotion of this type of sources and knowledge among national and international 

academic communities. 

Senior asst prof Dr Angelova is head of two and a member of the scientific teams of three 

projects (one of them is international). They address (i) the topic of marriage in Bulgarian 

territories in the 19th century (until 1878), (ii) the study of sources of demographic history in 

Bulgarian territories during the Renaissance; (iii) the development of young researchers in the 

field of demography; (iv) the analysis of gender and its effects on labor in Bulgaria and (v) the 

measures for mitigating the demographic crisis in Bulgaria. These projects are funded by three 

different sources: (a) national institutions, with funding partially provided by the state budget; (b) 

targeted funds by the Council of Ministers and (c) the operational programme “Development of 

Human Resources”, funded by the European Social Fund of EU. Other funding is provided by 
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the National University of Ireland Galway (Galway, Ireland). The work Dr Angelova has 

devoted to these projects is an evidence of her sense of responsibility, organisational skill and 

perseverance. 

Senior asst prof Dr Angelova expands her knowledge and experience through following 

the course “Sampling methods in demography” at the 2014 summer school in demography, 

Sofia, Bulgaria and through the 2014 “Historical demography” summer school in Babeș-Bolyai 

University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania. 

Dr Angelova’s publications have been cited forty five times. Two of these citations are in 

referenced peer-reviewed journals, twenty one are in monographs, collective works and 

dissertations, and twenty two are in non-referenced peer-reviewed journals. This is another 

testimony of the contributions of her academic work. 

As such, I can state that senior assistant Dr Daniela Angelova has established herself as a 

leading researcher in the aforementioned scientific fields.       

The amount of scientific contributions, the quality and quantity of publications and the 

professional skills of Dr Daniela Angelova fulfill the requirements set by the law as well as the 

criteria established by the scientific community for the academic position “Associate Professor”. 

She has met the minimal requirements set by art. 2b, par. 5 of LDASRB. As a member of the 

scientific committee for this position competition, I state that I will vote “YES” for awarding Dr 

Daniela Angelova with the title “Associate Professor” in higher education 2. Humanities, 

professional field 2.2. History and archaeology and topic “Historical Demography”. I also 

recommend the members of the scientific committee of the IPHS at BAS to also APPROVE her 

application for the announced position. 

 

 

Sofia,  

07.2020   /Prof Shtelian D. Shterionov, Dr of Historical Sciences/ 


