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Вх. № ЧР-01-180/10.08.2020 г. 

 

 

OPINION 

 

by Prof. Kremena Georgieva Borisova-Marinova 

from the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 

Department of Demography, Economic and Historical Demography Section, 

Professional Field 3.8. Economics, Scientific Speciality: Statistics and Demography, under 

Order No. RD-6-247/09.07.2020 of the Director of the Institute for Population and Human 

Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

 
 

on the materials presented for participation in the competition for the academic post of 

‘Associate Professor’ in the field of Higher Education 2. Humanitarian sciences, Professional 

Field 2.2. History and Archaeology, Scientific Speciality: Historical Demography (Marriage 

in the Bulgarian lands in 19th century (to 1878), as promulgated in the State Gazette, issue 

24/March 17, 2020, by the Institute for Population and Human Studies at BAS 

 

name of the candidate: Assistant Professor Daniela Angelova, PhD 

 

This opinion was prepared on the basis of the documents received through a competition 

announced by the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences for the needs of the Economic and Historical Demography Section. The opinion was 

drafted in accordance with the requirements set out in the Law on the Development of the 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations on the Implementation of the Law 

on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations on 

the Development of the Academic Staff in the IPHS. The findings and conclusions made in the 

opinion were substantiated by the specific documents submitted for the purposes of this 

competition. 

 

I. Research and results 

 

1. Assessment of the habilitation thesis entitled Marriage in the Bulgarian lands in 

19th century (until 1878) 

 

The habilitation thesis as proposed for review is an in-depth study of the fundamentals 

of marriage and the changes in the population nuptiality across the Bulgarian lands in 19th 

century. I fully accept the main scientific and scientifically applicable contributions of the 

candidate as formulated in the report, and I would note the following among them as especially 

significant. Based on an international comparison with selected European countries from the 

three main regions on the continent featuring different nuptiality models, the particularities in 

the nuptiality models featured by the studied population existing during the studied period were 



2  

formulated. Some existing nuptiality research methods were adapted to the specifics of the 

available data on the population in the Bulgarian lands in 19th century. Based on the 
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information retrieved from the documents, some statistical indicators of the studied population 

were calculated in a number of demographic attributes (sex, age groups, residence, ethnic and 

religious groups, etc.), which allows in-depth studying of processes so far as it provides an 

opportunity to quantify their manifestations. An in-depth statistical analysis of the studied 

processes was performed using the crude marriage rate, estimates of the median age at first, 

second and third marriages, percentage of marriages by the order of marriage, percentage of 

non-married population (never married and widows), etc. Based on the obtained statistical 

estimates, the characteristic features of the marriage models featured by the population living 

in the Bulgarian lands in the 19th century were derived. The legal bases of marriage and divorce 

in Christianity, Islam and customary law, as well as the adopted ways of regulating marital 

relations during the period under review in the Bulgarian lands were studied in detail. A large 

number of sources of information on the issue studied and documents in the field of marriages 

and divorces in the Bulgarian lands were collected and processed, some of which are put into 

scientific circulation for the first time. 

The overall conclusion is that the habilitation thesis entitled Marriage in the Bulgarian 

lands in the 19th century (until 1878) is an original and comprehensive study of an issue which 

has never been sufficiently focused on by Bulgarian literature. This work was developed in an 

independent manner and while containing original theoretical and applied results it is 

characterised by systematic and scientific logic in presenting the results and proving the 

defended opinions. 

 

2. Evaluation of the contributions in the other attached publications made after the 

appointment of the candidate to the academic position of Assistant Professor 

 

For the purposes of this competition, the candidate, Assistant Professor Daniela 

Angelova, PhD, has submitted for review 13 scientific publications, which in accordance with 

the requirements are outside the topic of the dissertation (reference for the implementation of 

the minimum requirements of BAS for the academic position of Associate Professor) and are 

accepted for review. 

While the candidate was the sole author of all publications submitted for review in this 

competition, all of them were published after 2009 in national publications, having been 

scientifically reviewed, and two of them were published in a publication referenced in 

international networks (No. 4 and No. 6 – in the Bulgarian Historical Review). The total volume 

of the publications submitted for review by the candidate in this competition is over 500 

author’s pages. 
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The scientific and publishing activity of Assistant Professor D. Angelova, PhD, over the 

last twelve years has been in several main areas: specifics of marital behaviour and marriage 

among the population in the Bulgarian lands in the 19th century; estimate of population 

structures in the Bulgarian lands and in separate regions in the 19th century according to main 

demographic characteristics; causes, factors and main directions of migrations of population 

from the Bulgarian Black Sea coast in the 19th century; translation and evaluation of 

information opportunities provided by various historical sources. 

All publications reviewed were relative to both the topic and the field of the announced 

competition. The publications presented validate the candidate for the competition as a 

conscientious and promising researcher into issues of Bulgaria’s demographic and historical 

development, whose scientific results are widely presented to the scientific community. 

The overall conclusion is that the participation of the candidate in the competition has a 

sufficient number and volume of academic papers published in specialised authoritative 

scientific publications. The peer-reviewed academic papers authored by Assistant Professor D. 

Angelova, PhD are distinguished by in-depth and systematic presentation of research results 

and convincing argumentation of the defended opinions. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Taking into consideration the merits of the presented academic publications under this 

competition, which fully satisfy the requirements of the Law on the Development of the 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the regulations on the implementation thereof, 

and the fact that Assistant Professor D. Angelova, PhD, is a thorough, conscientious and 

promising researcher with proved achievements in academic research, I declare as a member 

of the Scientific Jury under this procedure that I will vote with full conviction for the award of 

Assistant Professor Daniela Angelova, PhD, of the academic post Associate Professor in the 

Professional Field 2.2. History and Archaeology in the Scientific Speciality Historical 

demography. 

The above gives me a reason to recommend to the Scientific Jury and to the Scientific 

Council of the Institute for Population and Human Studies at the BAS for whose needs this 

competition was announced Assistant Professor Daniela Angelova, PhD, to be elected as an 

Associate Professor in the scientific speciality Historical demography. 

 

10/08/2020 Signature: 

Prof. Kremena Borisova-Marinova, PhD 
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