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1. General impression of the dissertation work (of an evaluative nature) 

From the very first introduction to the dissertation work of Prof. Antoaneta Hristova, its 

significance and relevance stand out. This actuality is manifested not so much in specific 

political opinions and assessments, but in the development of a complete psychologically 

grounded technology for the analysis and assessment of political realities in a democratic 

political environment. In particular, how vast communities of voters in modern democratic 

societies can use their rights as citizens wisely, actively and responsibly. Both history and 

modern times demonstrate quite a few disturbing examples of how in democratic societies voters 

en masse give their trust to extremely unsuitable individuals and political cliques and send them 

to high positions in the governing structures.  

 

2. Significance and persuasiveness of the obtained results, conclusions and scientific 

contributions 

An ambitious and large-scale goal and its realization require specific research experience 

and competence, which the author undoubtedly possesses. Prof. Ant. Hristova is a political 

psychologist-analyst who has been monitoring and analyzing political events in our country for 

decades. This direct observation and close analysis manifests itself as a research method that 

psychologists refer to as "qualitative" and thus emphasizes direct contact with the research object 

and its evaluation in a complete psychological and social context. In this way, the theoretical 

analyzes in the dissertation appear to be meaningful from the author's own position, which 

supports her results and conclusions and makes the contributions more convincing.  

 



 

3. Evaluation of scientific works on the topic of the dissertation 

The author presents a list of 24 scientific publications on the dissertation topic, all of 

which are in serious scientific journals and anthologies: 7 independent, and  9 co-authored in 

which Ant. Hristova is the first author; 9 are in a foreign language. 24 citations were noted on 10 

of the publications. It can be concluded that the necessary scientometric indicators are covered 

according to the minimum national scientific requirements for advancing the dissertation defense 

procedure. 

The in-depth theoretical analysis of the path to democracy is combined with the 

development of a theoretical-applied model for the technologization of theoretical concepts to 

lay the foundation of civic education in schools. Such a comprehensive theoretical-applied 

development for a comprehensive model for civic education at school probably has no 

predecessor (and not only in our country), which is the leading scientific-applied contribution of 

the dissertation. 

CONCLUSION 

The dissertation contains a large-scale theoretical-applied study dedicated to a socially 

significant and poorly researched problem in political psychology. The theoretical analyzes and 

conclusions have a direct outlet in socio-educational practice - they are the basis of a complete 

and original three-structure model for civic education in school, creating skills for interpreting 

current political processes through the prism of political psychology. 

There are all reasons for the dissertation to be evaluated positively, which is why I suggest to 

the members of the respected Scientific Jury to vote for the awarding of the scientific 

degree "Doctor of Psychological Sciences" to Antoaneta Rusinova Hristova. 
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