The Economically Active Population in Bulgaria (1985 – 2021) – Educational Structure and Perspectives

Summary
During last decade, societies and their respective economic systems faced multiple social, economic and technical challenges. The abovementioned concerns even more strongly Bulgaria: a country that over the past two decades began and entered a period of socio-economic, legal and respective corresponding transformations of the whole society. Under these circumstances, the search for answers to the question of the reproduction of the economically active population and its main features becomes more and more important.

Purpose of this thesis is to study the longstanding changes in the educational structure of the economically active population in Bulgaria for the period 1985-2021.

Scope of study is the economically active and employed population in the country by combining its main demographic characteristics, as follows: by gender, age and grades and levels of education at national level and at local level, by place of residence (i.e. towns/ villages).

Object of study is the variation and dynamics degree of changes in the levels of education in the categories of economically active and employed population according to the attributes selected.

The system concept has been chosen to identify the set of demographic and socio-economic factors of influence on the educational structure of the economically active population. It was used to facilitate the development of logical models which interconnects the three fundamental systems of the society: demographic, economic and social. The analysis of the dynamics of economic activity and employment of the population and their correlative specifics are presented via economic activity and employment age-specific profiles by level of education at national level and respectively in towns vs. villages. The forecast for the economically active population according to the educational levels has been developed based on linear extrapolation of specific economic activity trends by sex, five-year age groups and educational categories.

The study is based mainly on the results of the population censuses in the country during the period 1985 - 2011, due to the lack of comparability on a number of major parameters in different parts of the selected study period between the censuses results and the results from National Statistical Institute's regular Labour Force Surveys since 1993.

The present study is in a volume of 258 standard pages, including 182 pages main text and 74 pages of annexes. Structurally it consists of an Introduction, three Chapters, a Conclusion, and a List of sources used. The study includes 21 tables and 54 charts in the narrative and 82 tables in the annexes.

In the first chapter the main topic is the study of the essence of education and training as elements of labour force qualitative characteristics. With this regard, the study suggests two logical models of relations between the formation of the educational structure of the economically active population and the factors for its optimization in Bulgaria.

In the second chapter, the results of the analysis of the changes in the economically active and employed populations’ structure in Bulgaria are presented by four selected categories of education. To study the changes in the levels of economic activity and employment age-specific profiles of economic activity/employment were constructed by level of education, gender, age and place of residence. 

The third chapter presents the results of the medium-term forecast to 2021and the perspectives for the economically active population of Bulgaria according to the various educational categories.

