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The following thesis examines the factors influencing the process of reproduction (passing on

and maintaining) of ethnic identity and the motivation to transmit ethnic identity to the next

generation in relation to the degree of mutual ethnic identity and social distances among the

three largest ethnic groups in Bulgaria. This phenomena are studied and analyzed in the

framework of major social-psychological theories the Social Identity Theory, different views

on the process of acculturation, the forms of transmission of culture and some contemporary

theories of the ethnic persistence (ethnic continuity). Both, the interethnic and the

intergenerational dynamics (consecution of changes/ development) in the level of ethnic

identity and motivation for its transmission are traced. The relationship of these phenomena to

the specific parameters of the social distances between ethnic groups in Bulgaria; in particular

the impact of social distances on the identity and motivation of its transmission among

different ethnic groups are also considered.

The current picture of the dynamic changes of ethnic identity among the three largest ethnic

communities in Bulgaria is outlined by combination on one hand of social-psychological

understanding of ethnic identity and on the other of the theoretical and research approaches to

the parallel processes of acculturation and ethno-cultural reproduction, which are distinctive

for modern societies.

The aim of this study is to determine the dynamic movement (changes) of ethnic identity in

contemporary Bulgarian society as a fresh comparison of socio-psychological level of ethnic

identity among the three largest ethnic groups in major cities of the country - Bulgarians,

Turks and Roma, as well as their motivation for intergenerational transmission of ethnic

identity.

The results show on one hand that there are age factor and interethnic differences in the

degree of identity, but on the other - the absence of such differences in regard to the

motivation for transmitting this identity to the next generation. The results demonstrate also

that the magnitude of social distance has predictive value regarding the degree of identity,

meaning, the bigger social distances towards particular ethnic group are leading to

strengthening of their ethnic identity which in a way provokes resistance to acculturation and

integration of different ethnic groups.




